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ARES volunteers providing services to the Red 
Cross during disasters. 
 
ARRL saw these portions of the background 
check as unneeded and inappropriate for ARES 
service. 
 
In a letter dated May 8 of this year, Armond T. 
Mascelli, ARC Vice President for Disaster Re-
sponse Services replied to President Harrison: “I 
can now report back to you that [these] actions 
have been completed and changes have been insti-
tuted which I trust resolves the concerns detailed 
in your letter. This effort took considerably more 
time and attention than originally envisioned, but I 
believe the results will now benefit our respective 
organizations. 
 
“A new background consent form now [is] to be 
used by all Red Cross chapters for ARRL mem-
bers and other partner organizations. The form and 
related process is limited to the name and social 
security number verification of the individual, and 
a criminal background check. References and sug-

gestions to other related investigative possibilities 
have been stricken.” 
 
ARRL Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Manager Dennis Dura, K2DCD, announced the 
resolution at the ARRL ARES forum at the Day-
ton Hamvention® and received hearty applause. 
 
“We are very pleased that the American Red Cross 
has addressed some of the issues that we raised 
regarding their background investigations and that 
we can move forward in a relationship that has 
existed for a long, long time," Harrison said. "The 
American Red Cross and the ARRL have shared a 
productive relationship for many years which has 
been of benefit to both the organizations and to the 
public. We are glad that throughout the past 
months we have been able to negotiate the issues 
that we had and have finally come to a resolution.” 
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Emergency Communications 
Training 

 
The Level I REACT Emergency Communications training 
manual is available online for members to download free of 
charge. This program is similar to that offered by ARRL to its 
members, but has been expanded to include additional materi-
als regarding other radio services (including GMRS, CB, FRS, 
and MURS, in addition to Amateur Radio) due to the wide vari-
ety of radio services often used by REACT Teams. 
 
The REACT EComm program is available only to REACT 
members. See the EComm Flyer at: 
<http://www.reactintl.org/committees/EComm%20Flyer.pdf> for 
more information about the Emergency Communications Train-
ing and Certification Program. REACT Members should send 
e-mail to: 
 <IWantEComm@reactintl.org> for information about down 
loading the manual online. 

 
IDEAS WANTED 

 
If you have more training ideas and want to volunteer to 
help the Training and Development Committee, contact 
Tom Currie, committee chairman, at: 
 <training1@reactintl.org> 
 

 

 
 

 

CALENDAR 
  

 May - June 2008 
 

-August 24-28: Get together in Tennessee 
(p. 4) 

- September: National Preparedness Month 
-October: National Crime Prevention Month 
-August 5: Deadline for Sept – Oct REACTer 
-All year: Logo design (see Editor’s Corner) 

-All year: Recruiting 
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Do let us know what is hap-
pening with your Team. Your 

input will help us recruit. 
Let the REACTer know, and 
let Ron McCracken know. 
Got ideas for articles? Let 
us know about that, too. 

 
 

Silent Mics 
 

Allen B. Hanger, Jr 
Herndon REACT C332 
By Dora Willbanks 
 
Allen B. Hanger, Jr. (Age 79), member of Hern-
don REACT C332, LM 477, passed away June 7 
2008. He retired from a career with the Navy De-
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partment and served in the Army Air Force. He is 
survived by his wife Delores, daughter Kathleen, 
son Lawrence, and three grandchildren.  

 

 
 
He worked diligently with Jerry Bricker to establish 
REACT Headquarters in Suitland, Maryland and 
spent many a day getting the office up and running. 
He worked at the state, Team, and International lev-
els to advance the goals and purposes of REACT.  
 

 
 

 
With Herndon REACT Team 

Al was a person who was a true friend as well as a 
community minded person and will be missed.  
 
President Don Manlove adds: Al Hanger was a 
member from 01/1969 till sat, 06/07/2008. 

 
His son, Larry Hanger, writes to Don: We deeply 
appreciate your recognition of Dad's service to 
REACT International. Clearly for many years RE-
ACT was the recipient of Dad's intellect, passion 
and care. Others saw this dedication and awarded 
him with Life Membership. You may or may not 
know that Dad stayed active to the end. Meetings 
were held at his house and he worked an event late 
in 2007. 
 
On behalf of his wife Delores, his daughter Kath-
leen and I, again I thank you for this tribute. We 
will greatly miss this silent mic. 
 
Photos courtesy of Larry Hanger 
 
 
 
 

John Fiskin, Evergreen REACT Unit 416 
By Frank Jennings 
 
John was LM 187 and a member of REACT for 
over 35 years, was a member of King County RE-
ACT, Seattle REACT and lastly Evergreen REACT 
unit 416 John's Wife, Daughter and a Nephew were 
with him. 

 
 

At his memorial 31 May 2008 was the Seattle Fire 
Dept Chaplain who officiated. His memorial praised 
his over 40years as an American Red Cross volun-
teer and recipient of the highest Red Cross Award. 
  
The Seattle Fireman's Buff association praised his 
eagerness and dedication to providing refreshments 
to firemen on the scenes of Fires in the city. 
  
John's tremendous abilities assisted Washington 
REACT Teams and the Council in providing train-
ing presentations and slides when ever they were 
needed. 
 
John will certainly be missed by many. 
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SMILE! YOU’RE ON YOUTUBE! 
GETTING THE WORD OUT 
 
Well, REACT is there. And that’s you.  
 
Head for a computer. Try the library if you have to. 
Go to <www.YouTube.com> and search for ‘REACT 
International’. There you will find a short video ti-
tled ‘Join REACT International’. 
 
Oklahoma County REACT produced this excellent 
PSA. It is bright and lively. You will enjoy it. When 
people ask you “What is REACT?” you can refer 
them to it. 
 
Your Team can add the PSA to its website as others 
have done. You can even add local contact data. If 
you have any trouble, just check with your grand-
kids. 
 
Are you hearing about this for the first time? You 
could have known two months ago if you were on 
the REACT-L list. It’s time to join. You are missing 
out on a lot. If you have no computer, get some oth-
ers on your Team to join and keep you posted. Or, 
go to the library and join REACT-L using their 
computers. Where there’s a will, there’s a way. 
 
Just send an e-mail to <REACT-L-
Request@gibbousmoon.com> . Type the word SUB-
SCRIBE on the subject line. Type the same one 
word in the message area. That’s it. 
 
 
 

When’s Your SOS Drill? 
By Ron McCracken, RI PR Chair 
 
Has your Team planned an SOS Drill as part of its 
National Preparedness Month activities? Some 
Teams have. Don’t be left behind. 
 

An SOS Drill is a simple but excellent preparedness 
exercise. If you can’t organize one for NPM, get 
rolling now to schedule an SOS Drill for REACT 
Month next spring. 
 
SOS Drills are simplicity itself. You’ve seen photos 
here of REACT volunteers relaxing in lawn chairs as 
they log check-ins from local FRS operators. It’s 
that easy. An SOS Drill takes only two hours, 1-3 
p.m., on a Saturday.  
 
One or two REACTers can handle it. You use your 
FRS radios so no special equipment or elaborate 
set-up is required. Heavy publicity through local 
media, service clubs, church groups, radio clubs, 
etc., is the key to success. 
 
Select from FRS-only channels 8-14 for your SOS 
Drill. Your Team will know that all its callers are 
operating legally since those channels are licence-
free. You will know that you are testing FRS per-
formance since those channels function only at the 
FCC-authorized FRS power level.  
 
Channels 1-7 pose unwelcome PR issues for Teams 
so please avoid them. FRS-1 is the agreed 
call/distress channel so it is ruled out for Drill pur-
poses. Some callers may use GMRS high power 
levels on channels 2-7 and that will make your SOS 
Drill results unreliable. Operation at GMRS power 
levels requires an FCC license which the caller may 
or may not possess. FRS-only channels 8-14 pose 
none of these problems so use them to safeguard 
your Team’s reputation.  
 
Choose a public place with high visibility for your 
SOS Drill. A park or a mall parking lot are good 
possibilities. Be sure to get photos of your SOS 
Drill and visitors who may stop by. Have some RE-
ACT membership information on hand to give to 
interested guests. A new member or three would be 
a nice bonus. Send the photos to the editor for pub-
lication, another nice bonus. 
 
Some Teams are on their second or third SOS Drill. 
Get going fast. Your Team can soon be among 
them. 
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If you are not a SKYWARN spotter, shouldn’t you be? Severe weather knows no 
boundaries. It can occur anywhere – and generally does. Check with your local Na-

tional Weather Service Office for training programs and other  
information. Canada needs spotters, too. See page 21. And how about other coun-
tries? If you live outside the US and Canada, what is done where you are? Let us 

know. 
 

 


